
 
 

 
 

AGENDA 
 

N.C. WILDLIFE RESOURCES COMMISSION 
August 25, 2011, 9:00 a.m. 

1751 Varsity Drive 
NCWRC Conference Room, 5th Floor 

Raleigh, North Carolina 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER - Chairman David Hoyle, Jr. 
 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
 
INVOCATION -   Commissioner Dalton Ruffin 
 
 
RECOGNITION OF VISITORS 
 
 
MANDATORY ETHICS INQUIRY - North Carolina General Statute 138A-15(e) mandates 
that the Commission Chair shall remind all Commissioners of their duty to avoid conflicts of 
interest and appearances of conflict under this Chapter, and that the chair also inquire as to 
whether there is any known conflict of interest or appearance of conflict with respect to any 
matters coming before the Commission at this time.  It is the duty of each Commissioner who is 
aware of such personal conflict of interest or of an appearance of a conflict, to notify the Chair of 
the same. Chairman David Hoyle, Jr. 
 
 
ADMINISTER OATH OF OFFICE TO NEWLY APPOINTED COMMISSION 
MEMBERS THOMAS A. BERRY, MARK R. CRAIG, JAMES W. COGDELL, HAYDEN 
ROGERS, AND JOHN T. COLEY IV - The Honorable Elaine F. Marshall, North Carolina 
Secretary of State 
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2011 THOMAS L. QUAY AWARD PRESENTATION – Presentation of 2011 Thomas L. 
Quay Wildlife Diversity Award to Richard B. Hamilton - Gordon Myers, Executive Director 
 
 
NON-GAME WILDLIFE ADVISORY COMMITTEE SPECIAL PRESENTATION – 
Special recognition of Dr. David Webster for his leadership as liaison to the Scientific Councils – 
Gordon Myers 
 
 
Break for Photographs 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES - Take action on the July 7, 2011 Wildlife Resources Commission 
meeting minutes as written in the exhibit and distributed to members (EXHIBIT A) 
 
 
NOTICE OF COMMISSIONER APPOINTMENTS – Receive Notice of Reappointment by 
President Pro Tempore Phil Berger of Dell Murphy for a term ending June 30, 2013; Notices of 
Appointment by President Pro Tempore Berger of Thomas Berry, Mark Craig, and Doc Thurston 
III for terms ending June 30, 2013; and Notice of Appointment by Governor Beverly Perdue of 
Hayden Rogers – District 9, and James Cogdell – District 6, for terms ending April 25, 2017; 
Notices of Reappointment by House Speaker Thom Tillis of Mitch St. Clair, Sr., Durwood 
Laughinghouse, and John Litton Clark for terms ending June 30, 2013; and Notice of 
Appointment by Speaker Tillis of John T. Coley, IV for a term ending June 30, 2013   
(EXHIBITS B-1, B-2, B-3, B-4, B-5, B-6, B-7, B-8, B-9, B-10) 
 
 
EVALUATION OF 2011 STATEMENTS OF ECONOMIC INTEREST FOR 
COMMISSIONERS COLEY, COGDELL, BERRY, CLARK, and CRAIG- Pursuant to 
NCGS §138A-15(c), any actual or potential conflict of interest by a public servant sitting on a 
board and cited by the Ethics Commission under NCGS 138A-24(e) is required to be read into 
the minutes of the applicable board. Read into the minutes relevant portions of the evaluations 
by the N.C. Ethics Commission of the 2011 Statements of Economic Interest for John Coley IV, 
James Cogdell, Thomas Berry, John Litton Clark, and Mark Craig – Chairman Hoyle 
 
 
 
ADMINISTRATION 
 
Financial Status Report - Receive a financial status report on the Wildlife Operating Fund and 
Wildlife Endowment Fund - Tommy Clark, Budget Officer - (EXHIBIT C ) 
 
 
2011-2012 Endowment Fund Annual Interest Allocation Report- Receive a financial status 
report and take action on the allocation of interest from the Endowment Fund for 2011-2012- 
Tommy Clark (EXHIBIT D) 
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DIVISION OF WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT 
 
Spotlight – Receive an update about reptile and amphibian projects in the Piedmont and Coastal 
Plain - Jeff Humphries, Wildlife Diversity Biologist, Division of Wildlife Management 
 
Wildlife Management Update – Receive an update on the activities of the Division of Wildlife 
Management – Dr. David Cobb, Wildlife Management Division Chief 
 
Property Acquisition, Camden County - Consider approval for staff coordination with the 
State Property Office to accept donation of the North River Associates – Sedel Tract in Camden 
County from North River Associates, as an addition to North River Game Land – David Cobb 
(EXHIBIT E) 
 
Request to Install Monitoring Wells - Angola Bay and Holly Shelter Game Lands, Pender 
County – Consider approval of staff recommendation to work with the State Property Office to 
provide a temporary easement to Southern Environmental Group, Inc. to install and monitor 
hydrological wells on Angola Bay and Holly Shelter Game Lands in Pender County, as a 
requirement of the Division of Water Quality permit – David Cobb (EXHIBIT F) 
 
Property Disposal Request – Chowan Swamp Game Land, Gates County – Consider the 
disposal of old structures on Chowan Swamp Game Land in Gates County – David Cobb 
(EXHIBIT G) 
 
Field Trial Schedule – consider approval of the 2011-2012 Field Trial Schedule submitted by 
the N.C. Field Trial Association for the J. Robert Gordon Field Trial Area – David Cobb 
(EXHIBIT H) 
 
2011-2012 Waterfowl Seasons – Review U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service frameworks, receive 
public comments and select the 2011-2012 season dates and bag limits for waterfowl – David 
Cobb (EXHIBITS I-1, I-2, I-3, I-4) 
 
2011 Season to Allow Take of Migrant Peregrine Falcons – Consider staff recommendations 
to establish a season for taking migrant peregrine falcons for use in falconry - David Cobb 
(EXHIBIT J) 
 
 
 
RULES 
 
Receive Public Comments Regarding Temporary Rulemaking and Consider Staff 
Recommendations – Receive public comments pertaining to proposed temporary rulemaking 
for the take of crows, coyotes, and feral swine, and consider staff recommendations for adoption 
of temporary rules – David Cobb (EXHIBITS K-1, K-2) 
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INLAND FISHERIES 
 
Fisheries Update - Receive a staff update on activities of the Division of Inland Fisheries - Bob 
Curry, Inland Fisheries Division Chief 
 
Property Acquisition, Warren County – Consider approval to acquire property adjacent to 
Shocco Creek Game Lands northeast of Centerville, N.C. for inclusion into the Game Lands or 
Wildlife Conservation Area programs, seek appropriate funding and forward to the State 
Property Office - Bob Curry (EXHIBIT L) 
 
 
RULEMAKING PROCEDURAL REQUIREMENT 
 
Fiscal Note for Rulemaking Under 15A NCAC 10F .0313 - Proposed No Wake Zone, Hyde 
County- To comply with the Regulatory Reform Act, approve the fiscal note as part of the 
Notice of Text published in the North Carolina Register for a proposed no wake zone in Hyde 
County. The fiscal note is required because of the rule’s minor financial impact on Hyde County. 
The Hyde County proposed rule amendment will be considered by the Wildlife Resources 
Commission at the October 13, 2011 meeting – Norman Young, Rulemaking Coordinator 
(EXHIBIT M) 
 
 
 
ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN - Pursuant to North Carolina General Statute 143-243, 
the Wildlife Resources Commission shall select from among its membership a vice-chairman 
who shall serve for a term of two years or until his successor is elected and qualified. 
 
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

Joint Big Game / Habitat, Non-Game and Endangered Species Committee Report – 
John Litton Clark, Big Game Chair and Durwood Laughinghouse, HNGES Chair 

 Fisheries Committee Report – Chairman Wes Seegars 
 Education and Outreach Committee Report – Chairman Dell Murphy 
 Committee of the Whole Report – Chairman David W. Hoyle, Jr. 
  
 
COMMENTS BY CHAIRMAN – David W. Hoyle, Jr. 
 
 
COMMENTS BY EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR – Gordon Myers 
 
 
ADJOURN 
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N.C. WILDLIFE RESOURCES COMMISSION 
August 25, 2011, 9:00 a.m. 

1751 Varsity Drive 
NCWRC Conference Room, 5th Floor 

Raleigh, North Carolina 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER - Chairman David Hoyle, Jr. 
 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
 
INVOCATION -   Commissioner Dalton Ruffin 
 
 
RECOGNITION OF VISITORS 
 
 
MANDATORY ETHICS INQUIRY - North Carolina General Statute 138A-15(e) mandates 
that the Commission Chair shall remind all Commissioners of their duty to avoid conflicts of 
interest and appearances of conflict under this Chapter, and that the chair also inquire as to 
whether there is any known conflict of interest or appearance of conflict with respect to any 
matters coming before the Commission at this time.  It is the duty of each Commissioner who is 
aware of such personal conflict of interest or of an appearance of a conflict, to notify the Chair of 
the same. Chairman David Hoyle, Jr. 
 
 
 
ADMINISTER OATH OF OFFICE TO NEWLY APPOINTED COMMISSION 
MEMBERS THOMAS BERRY, MARK CRAIG, DOC THURSTON III, JAMES 
COGDELL, HAYDEN ROGERS, AND JOHN COLEY IV - The Honorable Elaine F. 
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2011 THOMAS L. QUAY AWARD PRESENTATION – Presentation of 2011 Thomas L. 
Quay Wildlife Diversity Award to Richard B. Hamilton - Gordon Myers, Executive Director 
 
 
NON-GAME WILDLIFE ADVISORY COMMITTEE SPECIAL PRESENTATION – 
Special recognition of Dr. David Webster for his leadership as liaison to the Scientific Councils – 
Gordon Myers 
 
 
Break for Photographs 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES - Take action on the July 7, 2011 Wildlife Resources Commission 
meeting minutes as written in the exhibit and distributed to members (EXHIBIT A) 
 
 
NOTICE OF COMMISSIONER APPOINTMENTS – Receive Notice of Reappointment by 
President Pro Tempore Phil Berger of Dell Murphy for a term ending June 30, 2013; Notices of 
Appointment by President Pro Tempore Berger of Thomas Berry, Mark Craig, and Doc Thurston 
III for terms ending June 30, 2013; and Notice of Appointment by Governor Beverly Perdue of 
Hayden Rogers – District 9, for a term ending April 25, 2017   (EXHIBITS B-1, B-2, B-3, B-4, 
B-5) 
 
 
EVALUATION OF 2011 STATEMENTS OF ECONOMIC INTEREST FOR 
COMMISSIONERS COLEY, COGDELL, BERRY, CLARK, and CRAIG- Pursuant to 
NCGS §138A-15(c), any actual or potential conflict of interest by a public servant sitting on a 
board and cited by the Ethics Commission under NCGS 138A-24(e) is required to be read into 
the minutes of the applicable board. Read into the minutes relevant portions of the evaluations 
by the N.C. Ethics Commission of the 2011 Statements of Economic Interest for John Coley IV, 
James Cogdell, Thomas Berry, John Litton Clark, and Mark Craig – Chairman Hoyle 
 
 
 
ADMINISTRATION 
 
Financial Status Report - Receive a financial status report on the Wildlife Operating Fund and 
Wildlife Endowment Fund - Tommy Clark, Budget Officer - (EXHIBIT C ) 
 
 
2011-2012 Endowment Fund Annual Interest Allocation Report- Receive a financial status 
report and take action on the allocation of interest from the Endowment Fund for 2011-2012- 
Tommy Clark (EXHIBIT D) 
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DIVISION OF WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT 
 
Spotlight – Receive an update about reptile and amphibian projects in the Piedmont and Coastal 
Plain - Jeff Humphries, Wildlife Diversity Biologist, Division of Wildlife Management 
 
Wildlife Management Update – Receive an update on the activities of the Division of Wildlife 
Management – Dr. David Cobb, Wildlife Management Division Chief 
 
Property Acquisition, Camden County - Consider approval for staff coordination with the 
State Property Office to accept donation of the North River Associates – Sedel Tract in Camden 
County from North River Associates, as an addition to North River Game Land – David Cobb 
(EXHIBIT E) 
 
Request to Install Monitoring Wells - Angola Bay and Holly Shelter Game Lands, Pender 
County – Consider approval of staff recommendation to work with the State Property Office to 
provide a temporary easement to Southern Environmental Group, Inc. to install and monitor 
hydrological wells on Angola Bay and Holly Shelter Game Lands in Pender County, as a 
requirement of the Division of Water Quality permit – David Cobb (EXHIBIT F) 
 
Property Disposal Request – Chowan Swamp Game Land, Gates County – Consider the 
disposal of old structures on Chowan Swamp Game Land in Gates County – David Cobb 
(EXHIBIT G) 
 
Field Trial Schedule – consider approval of the 2011-2012 Field Trial Schedule submitted by 
the N.C. Field Trial Association for the J. Robert Gordon Field Trial Area – David Cobb 
(EXHIBIT H) 
 
2011-2012 Waterfowl Seasons – Review U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service frameworks, receive 
public comments and select the 2011-2012 season dates and bag limits for waterfowl – David 
Cobb (EXHIBITS I-1, I-2, I-3, I-4) 
 
2011 Season to Allow Take of Migrant Peregrine Falcons – Consider staff recommendations 
to establish a season for taking migrant peregrine falcons for use in falconry - David Cobb 
(EXHIBIT J) 
 
 
 
RULES 
 
Receive Public Comments Regarding Temporary Rulemaking and Consider Staff 
Recommendations – Receive public comments pertaining to proposed temporary rulemaking 
for the take of crows, coyotes, and feral swine, and consider staff recommendations for adoption 
of temporary rules – David Cobb (EXHIBITS K-1, K-2) 
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INLAND FISHERIES 
 
Fisheries Update - Receive a staff update on activities of the Division of Inland Fisheries - Bob 
Curry, Inland Fisheries Division Chief 
 
Property Acquisition, Warren County – Consider approval to acquire property adjacent to 
Shocco Creek Game Lands northeast of Centerville, N.C. for inclusion into the Game Lands or 
Wildlife Conservation Area programs, seek appropriate funding and forward to the State 
Property Office - Bob Curry (EXHIBIT L) 
 
 
RULEMAKING PROCEDURAL REQUIREMENT 
 
Fiscal Note for Rulemaking Under 15A NCAC 10F .0313 - Proposed No Wake Zone, Hyde 
County- To comply with the Regulatory Reform Act, approve the fiscal note as part of the 
Notice of Text published in the North Carolina Register for a proposed no wake zone in Hyde 
County. The fiscal note is required because of the rule’s minor financial impact on Hyde County. 
The Hyde County proposed rule amendment will be considered by the Wildlife Resources 
Commission at the October 13, 2011 meeting – Norman Young, Rulemaking Coordinator 
(EXHIBIT M) 
 
 
 
ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN - Pursuant to North Carolina General Statute 143-243, 
the Wildlife Resources Commission shall select from among its membership a vice-chairman 
who shall serve for a term of two years or until his successor is elected and qualified. 
 
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

Joint Big Game / Habitat, Non-Game and Endangered Species Committee Report – 
John Litton Clark, Big Game Chair and Durwood Laughinghouse, HNGES Chair 

 Fisheries Committee Report – Chairman Wes Seegars 
 Education and Outreach Committee Report – Chairman Dell Murphy 
 Committee of the Whole Report – Chairman David W. Hoyle, Jr. 
  
 
COMMENTS BY CHAIRMAN – David W. Hoyle, Jr. 
 
 
COMMENTS BY EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR – Gordon Myers 
 
 
ADJOURN 



































































EXHIBIT E 
August 25, 2011 

 
POTENTIAL LAND ACQUISITION PROJECTS 

 
ITEM PROJECT EST. VALUE ACRES OWNER COUNTY FUNDING SOURCES 

  
 
1 

 
North River Game Land 
North River Associates - 
Sedel tract 

 
 

NA-Donation 

 
 

998.77 

  
 
Private 

 
  
Camden 

 
 
NA-Donation 

  
 
  

 
  
   

         

  
 
  

          

     
  

 
 

 
  

 
  

 
   
 

     
  

 
 

 
  

 
  

 
   
 

       

       

 
  

   
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  
 

       

  
TOTALS 

 
NA-Donation 

 
998.77 

   

 
 



North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission 

Land Acquisition Investigation Form 
 

 

Date:  6-30-2011 

  

Tract Name:  North River Associates-Sedel Tract      

 

Acreage:  998.77 acres 

 

County:  Camden 

 

Advertised Purchase Amount:  Donation from North River Associates   

 

Based on Appraisal:   Yes       No 

 

Contact:  North River Associates 

                c/o Sedel and Associates Realty 

     

Phone: (757) 422-8839  (W)                    

   

Address: 1630 Donna Drive Suite 101 

               Virginia Beach, VA. 23451        

            

  

Status:    High Interest          Moderate Interest        Low Interest          No Interest 

 

Grant Potential:   NHTF            CWMTF           DU MARSH   

   Other :  DONATION 

 

Resources Assessment (Brief ):  Area consists of marsh adjacent to Broad Creek and North River.  

Marsh vegetation is composed of phragmities, juncus, and cordgrass on the southern end of 

property. The southern end of property has a 30 acre island with marsh areas and pockets of 

shallow water. Interior of tract is comprised of bottomland swamp and pocosin habitat with 

predominant species being gum and cypress trees. This tract would provide good public duck 

hunting. 

 

Access Assessment:  Property is accessible by water only. Property is bordered by Coastal 

Lumber, Broad Creek, and North River. 

 

Game Lands Program Potential:    Yes   No    

Property is near North River Game Land and would fit well into the North River Game Land 

complex.  

 

Recommendation:   Accept Donation           Defer          Do not Pursue Acquisition 

 

Map Attached:   Yes   No 
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Southern Environmental Group, Inc. 
5315 South College Road, Suite E ∙ Wilmington ∙ NC ∙ 28412 

Phone:  910.452.2711∙ Fax:  910.452.2899 ∙ Email:  office@segi.us   

 

 

 

27 June 2011 

 

Electronic Mail                    [SEGI Project #: 06-010.01]  

 

Mr. Tommy Hughes 

NC Wildlife Resources Commission 

127 Cardinal Drive Extension  

Wilmington, NC  28405 

tommy.hughes@ncwildlife.org  

 

Re:  Shelter Creek Quarry Proposed Hydrological Monitoring Wells within North Carolina Game 

 Lands    

  

Dear Mr. Hughes: 

 

With this correspondence, Southern Environmental Group, Inc. (SEGi), on behalf of Shelter Creek Capital, LLC, is 

providing your office with a summary outlining the hydrological monitoring wells, proposed to be installed within 

North Carolina game lands.  

 

As a requirement of the Division of Water Quality’s 401 Water Quality Certification and the NCG-020000 permit, 

Shelter Creek Capital, LLC is to install seven monitoring wells in and around the Shelter Creek Quarry, which is 

located off Highway 53 East, in Pender County. Three of these wells are proposed to be installed within North 

Carolina game lands, specifically the Holly Shelter and Angola Bay Game Lands. As part of this requirement, 

Shelter Creek Capital, LLC must also secure written approval, from the North Carolina Wildlife Resources 

Commission and the State Property Office, which will authorize the placement of the wells on state game lands. 

 

The purpose of the wells is to collect ground water data, in areas of known wetlands. Installation of the wells will 

consist of clearing a path, to access the desired location(s), drilling adequately deep holes, and installing the wells. 

This process should be relatively quick. Once the wells have been installed, the paths will not need to be maintained 

and should grow back naturally.  SEGi will monitor the wells on a monthly basis. Each well will be elevated at least 

five foot above the existing ground surface and tagged with relative information. The following enclosures have 

been included with this letter: 1) Vicinity Map; 2) Monitoring Well Location Map and 3) Monitoring Well 

Schematic. 

 

It is my hope that the information found within and attached to this correspondence will allow the WRC to process 

our request.  However, should you have questions or concerns, please feel free to call me at 910.452.2711. Thank 

you for your continued time and assistance with this project.    

 

Sincerely, 

 
Dana A. Lutheran 

Project Manager  

 

Enclosures (3) 

mailto:tommy.hughes@ncwildlife.org
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 North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission  

Division of Wildlife Management 
Mailing Address:  1722 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, N.C.  27699-1722 

Physical Address:  1751 Varsity Drive, Raleigh, N.C. 27606 
    Phone:  919-707-0050             Fax:  919-707-0067 

 
August 9, 2011 

 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Isaac Harrold, Section Manager 
  State & Private Lands Programs 
 
FROM: Dale Davis  

Northern Coastal Management Biologist 
 
SUBJECT: Disposal of Old Structures – Chowan Swamp Game Land 
 
We are requesting approval to dispose of an old hunting cabin and two small additional sheds on 
the Sandbanks Tract of Chowan Swamp Game Land.  This entire game land complex consists of 
approximately 27,000 acres of public lands used by many sportsmen and outdoor enthusiasts for 
numerous outdoor activities.  These structures, originally constructed around 1950 by a local 
hunt club, were in place when we acquired the property from the Nature Conservancy in 2006 
and are not currently included in the fixed asset system.  Attached for reference are photographs 
of the cabin and one of two identical sheds. 
   
These structures represent a significant potential liability with no benefit to WRC and negligible 
value.  They are an eyesore and have been vandalized in the past.  Removal of these buildings 
would benefit us greatly by cleaning up the area along the Chowan River and reducing our 
liability for any associated accidents.  I have made contact with Gates County Emergency 
Management and they have expressed interest in burning these structures as a fire department 
training exercise.  We have already secured an asbestos inspection on the structures with 
negative results.   
 
Thank you for seeking approval to dispose of these buildings. Let me know if you need any 
additional information.  
 
 
 
 

EXHIBIT G 
August 25, 2011 























EXHIBIT I-2 
August 25, 2011 

 
Proposed Regulations Frameworks for 2011–12 Late Hunting Seasons  

on Certain Migratory Game Birds  
  

Pursuant to the Migratory Bird Treaty Act and delegated authorities, the Department of Interior 
approved the following proposals for season lengths, shooting hours, bag and possession limits, and 
outside dates within which States may select seasons for hunting waterfowl and coots between the 
dates of September 1, 2011, and March 10, 2012.  These frameworks are summarized below.  
  
  
General  
Dates:  All outside dates noted below are inclusive.  
  
Shooting and Hawking (taking by falconry) Hours:  Unless otherwise specified, from one-half hour 
before sunrise to sunset daily.  
  
Possession Limits:  Unless otherwise specified, possession limits are twice the daily bag limit.  
  
Permits:  For some species of migratory birds, the Service authorizes the use of permits to regulate 
harvest or monitor their take by sport hunters, or both.  In many cases (e.g., tundra swans, some 
sandhill crane populations), the Service determines the amount of harvest that may be taken during 
hunting seasons during its formal regulations-setting process, and the States then issue permits to 
hunters at levels predicted to result in the amount of take authorized by the Service.  Thus, 
although issued by States, the permits would not be valid unless the Service approved such take in 
its regulations.   
   
These Federally authorized, State-issued permits are issued to individuals, and only the individual 
whose name and address appears on the permit at the time of issuance is authorized to take 
migratory birds at levels specified in the permit, in accordance with provisions of both Federal and 
State regulations governing the hunting season.  The permit must be carried by the permittee when 
exercising its provisions and must be presented to any law enforcement officer upon request.  The 
permit is not transferrable or assignable to another individual, and may not be sold, bartered, traded, 
or otherwise provided to another person.  If the permit is altered or defaced in any way, the permit 
becomes invalid.  
  
  
Flyways and Management Units  
Waterfowl Flyways:  
Atlantic Flyway—includes Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Maine, Maryland, 
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Rhode 
Island, South Carolina, Vermont, Virginia, and West Virginia.  
  
 
Definitions:    
For the purpose of hunting regulations listed below, the collective terms “dark” and “light” geese 
include the following species:  
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Dark geese: Canada geese, white-fronted geese, brant (except in California, Oregon, Washington, 
and the Atlantic Flyway), and all other goose species except light geese.  
  
Light geese:  Snow (including blue) geese and Ross's geese.  
  
Area, Zone, and Unit Descriptions:  Geographic descriptions related to late-season regulations 
are contained in a later portion of this document.  
  
Area-Specific Provisions:  Frameworks for open seasons, season lengths, bag and possession 
limits, and other special provisions are listed below by Flyway.   
  
Waterfowl Seasons in the Atlantic Flyway  
In the Atlantic Flyway States of Connecticut, Delaware, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, New 
Jersey, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, and Virginia, where Sunday hunting is prohibited statewide 
by State law, all Sundays are closed to all take of migratory waterfowl (including mergansers and 
coots).  
  
Special Youth Waterfowl Hunting Days  
Outside Dates:   States may select 2 days per duck-hunting zone, designated as “Youth Waterfowl 
Hunting Days,” in addition to their regular duck seasons.  The days must be held outside any 
regular duck season on a weekend, holidays, or other non-school days when youth hunters would 
have the maximum opportunity to participate.  The days may be held up to 14 days before or after 
any regular duck-season frameworks or within any split of a regular duck season, or within any 
other open season on migratory birds.  
  
Daily Bag Limits:  The daily bag limits may include ducks, geese, tundra swans, mergansers, 
coots, moorhens, and gallinules and would be the same as those allowed in the regular season.  
Flyway species and area restrictions would remain in effect.      
  
Shooting Hours: One-half hour before sunrise to sunset.  
  
Participation Restrictions: Youth hunters must be 15 years of age or younger.  In addition, an adult 
at least 18 years of age must accompany the youth hunter into the field.  This adult may not duck 
hunt but may participate in other seasons that are open on the special youth day.  Tundra swans 
may only be taken by participants possessing applicable tundra swan permits.  
  
  
Atlantic Flyway  
Ducks, Mergansers, and Coots  
Outside Dates:  Between the Saturday nearest September 24 (September 24) and the last Sunday in 
January (January 29).  
  
Hunting Seasons and Duck Limits:  60 days.  The daily bag limit is 6 ducks, including no more 
than 4 mallards (2 hens), 1 black duck, 2 pintails, 1 mottled duck, 1 fulvous whistling duck, 3 wood 
ducks, 2 redheads, 2 scaup, 1 canvasback, and 4 scoters.    
  
Closures:  The season on harlequin ducks is closed.  
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Sea Ducks:  Within the special sea duck areas, during the regular duck season in the Atlantic 
Flyway, States may choose to allow the above sea duck limits in addition to the limits applying to 
other ducks during the regular duck season.  In all other areas, sea ducks may be taken only during 
the regular open season for ducks and are part of the regular duck season daily bag (not to exceed 4 
scoters) and possession limits.  
  
Merganser Limits:  The daily bag limit of mergansers is 5, only 2 of which may be hooded 
mergansers.  In States that include mergansers in the duck bag limit, the daily limit is the same as 
the duck bag limit, only two of which may be hooded mergansers.  
  
Coot Limits:  The daily bag limit is 15 coots.  
  
Zoning and Split Seasons: Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Maryland, North Carolina, Rhode Island, 
South Carolina, Virginia, and West Virginia may split their seasons into three segments; 
Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, and 
Vermont may select hunting seasons by zones and may split their seasons into two segments in 
each zone.  
  
Canada Geese  
Season Lengths, Outside Dates, and Limits: Specific regulations for Canada geese are shown 
below.  These seasons also include white-fronted geese.  Unless specified otherwise, seasons may 
be split into two segments.  In areas within States where the framework closing date for Atlantic 
Population (AP) goose seasons overlaps with special late-season frameworks for resident geese, the 
framework closing date for AP goose seasons is January 14.  
  
 
North Carolina:   
SJBP Zone:  A 70-day season may be held between October 1 and December 31, with a 5-bird 
daily bag limit.  
  
RP Zone: An 80-day season may be held between October 1 and March 10, with a 5-bird daily bag 
limit.  The season may be split into 3 segments.  
  
Northeast Hunt Unit:  A 7-day season may be held between the Saturday prior to December 25 
(December 24) and January 31, with a 1-bird daily bag limit.  
  
Light Geese  
Season Lengths, Outside Dates, and Limits:  States may select a 107-day season between October 
1 and March 10, with a 25-bird daily bag limit and no possession limit.  States may split their 
seasons into three segments.  
  
 
Brant 
  
Season Lengths, Outside Dates, and Limits:  States may select a 50-day season between the 
Saturday nearest September 24 (September 24) and January 31, with a 2-bird daily bag limit.  
States may split their seasons into two segments.  
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Tundra Swans  
In portions of the Atlantic Flyway (North Carolina and Virginia) and the Central Flyway (North 
Dakota, South Dakota [east of the Missouri River], and that portion of Montana in the Central 
Flyway), an open season for taking a limited number of tundra swans may be selected.  Permits 
will be issued by the States that authorize the take of no more than 1 tundra swan per permit.  A 
second permit may be issued to hunters from unused permits remaining after the first drawing.  
The States must obtain harvest and hunter participation data.  These seasons are also subject to the 
following conditions:  
  
In the Atlantic Flyway:  
—The season may be 90 days, from October 1 to January 31.    
—In North Carolina, no more than 5,000 permits may be issued.  
—In Virginia, no more than 600 permits may be issued.  
   
Area, Unit, and Zone Descriptions  
 
Geese  
Atlantic Flyway  
  
North Carolina  
SJBP Hunt Zone:  Includes the following Counties or portions of Counties: Anson, Cabarrus, 
Chatham, Davidson, Durham, Halifax (that portion east of NC 903), Montgomery (that portion west 
of NC 109), Northampton, Richmond (that portion south of NC 73 and west of US 220 and north of 
US 74), Rowan, Stanly, Union, and Wake.  
  
RP Hunt Zone:  Includes the following Counties or portions of Counties: Alamance, Alleghany, 
Alexander, Ashe, Avery, Beaufort, Bertie (that portion south and west of a line formed by NC 45 at 
the Washington Co. line to US 17 in Midway, US 17 in Midway to US 13 in Windsor, US 13 in 
Windsor to the Hertford Co. line), Bladen, Brunswick, Buncombe, Burke, Caldwell, Carteret, 
Caswell, Catawba, Cherokee, Clay, Cleveland, Columbus, Craven, Cumberland, Davie, Duplin, 
Edgecombe, Forsyth, Franklin, Gaston, Gates, Graham, Granville, Greene, Guilford, Halifax (that 
portion west of NC 903), Harnett, Haywood, Henderson, Hertford, Hoke, Iredell, Jackson, 
Johnston, Jones, Lee, Lenoir, Lincoln, McDowell, Macon, Madison, Martin, Mecklenburg, 
Mitchell, Montgomery (that portion that is east of NC 109), Moore, Nash, New Hanover, Onslow, 
Orange, Pamlico, Pender, Person, Pitt, Polk, Randolph, Richmond (all of the county with exception 
of that portion that is south of NC 73 and west of US 220 and north of US 74), Robeson, 
Rockingham, Rutherford, Sampson, Scotland, Stokes, Surry, Swain, Transylvania, Vance, Warren, 
Watauga, Wayne, Wilkes, Wilson, Yadkin, and Yancey.  
  
Northeast Hunt Unit:  Includes the following Counties or portions of Counties: Bertie (that portion 
north and east of a line formed by NC 45 at the Washington County line to US 17 in Midway, US 
17 in Midway to US 13 in Windsor, US 13 in Windsor to the Hertford Co. line), Camden, Chowan, 
Currituck, Dare, Hyde, Pasquotank, Perquimans, Tyrrell, and Washington.  



EXHIBIT I-3 
August 25, 2011 

 
 

Opening Statement 
 
The North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission urges the public to provide input into the selection process for regular 
waterfowl seasons (duck, goose, brant).  Each year, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service develops frameworks which establish 
the opening and closing dates of waterfowl seasons and season structure (i.e. split seasons), and the Commission must remain 
within those established guidelines.  We have provided a recommended season structure under the various species categories 
for which we are requesting feedback.  The Commission values your comments and will consider them if applicable when 
discussing future season date selections; however, we do not plan to respond to individual comments posted here. 
 
Click on the link below to view the season frameworks or guidelines for regular waterfowl seasons. 
  
Click on the link below to view the 2011 video report on North America’s Waterfowl Populations and Habitat Conditions.  
Note:  You will leave the Wildlife Commission’s web site by following this link.   
Status of Waterfowl 2011       http://flyways.us/status-of-waterfowl/video-report 
 
Click on the link below to view the North Carolina Canada goose hunt zone map. 



RECOMMENDED SEASON DATES 
FOR 2011-2012 WATERFOWL SEASONS 

OCCURRING AFTER SEPTEMBER 30 
 
GENERAL DUCK SEASON (includes coots and mergansers) 
 
Season Dates:  October 5 - 8        
   November 12 – December 3  
   December 17 – January 28 
   (Black duck and mottled duck season closed until Nov. 19th) 

 
   February 4 – Youth Waterfowl Day, 2nd youth day not yet determined 

 
 

SPECIAL SEA DUCK SEASON (IN SPECIAL SEA DUCK AREA ONLY) 
 
Season Dates:  October 1 – January 31 
 
 
GOOSE SEASONS 
 
DARK GEESE (includes Canada geese and white-fronted geese) 
 
 RESIDENT (RP) ZONE 

 
 Season Dates: October 5 – October 15   
   November 12 - December 3 

  December 17 – February 4 
 

 SOUTHERN JAMES BAY (SJBP) ZONE 
 
 Season Dates: October 5 – November 4   
   November 12 - December 31 
 

 NORTHEAST HUNT ZONE 
 
 Season Dates: January 21 – January 28   
 
 

LIGHT GEESE (includes snow, blue and Ross’ geese): 
 
Season Dates:   October 19 – October 22 
    November 12 – March 10 
Expanded hunting methods: allow the use of electronic calls and unplugged guns from Feb. 6 – Mar. 10 

 



ATLANTIC BRANT: 
 
Season Dates:   November 19 – December 3 
    December 17 - January 28 
 

TUNDRA SWAN: 
 
Season Dates:   November 12 - January 31 

 
EXTENDED FALCONRY 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

 
EXTENDED FALCONRY (ducks and coots only): 

 
Season Dates:   Oct. 24 – Nov. 5 
    Jan. 30 – February 18 
 
 

 
LS1.  General Waterfowl Season Dates 
 
Of the waterfowl season dates listed above, do you agree or disagree?  Please provide additional comments below. 
 

o Agree  42 responses 
 

o Disagree  14 responses 
 
 
 
LS2.  Youth Waterfowl Day Question 
 
This year, 2 non-consecutive youth waterfowl hunting days are being allowed.  Guidelines for selecting youth days include: 

1.  The day can occur up to 14 days before or after any regular duck season or in the closed portion between season 
segments. 

2. The day must occur on any non-school day.  In North Carolina, this includes Saturdays and any statewide holidays. 
 

In the past, the Wildlife Commission has normally chosen the Saturday after the close of the general duck season as the youth 
waterfowl day (February 4th this year).  We are proposing to include this day again.  We are requesting your opinion for when 
the additional youth waterfowl day should be held.  Of the choices below, which is your preference for an additional youth 
waterfowl day? 
 

o The 2nd Youth Waterfowl Day should occur on October 15th  7 responses 
 

o The 2nd Youth Waterfowl Day should occur on November 5th (Saturday prior to the opening of the 2nd duck segment).  
6 responses 
 

o The 2nd Youth Waterfowl Day should occur on November 11th – Veteran’s Day (day before the opening of the 2nd 
duck segment).  2 responses 
 

o The 2nd Youth Waterfowl Day should occur on December 10th (Saturday between the 2nd and 3rd duck segments).   
                      20 responses 
 
 





















 

EXHIBIT I-4 
August 25, 2011 

 
DIVISION OF WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT 

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS 
FOR BAG LIMITS, SHOOTING HOURS AND SEASON DATES 

FOR WATERFOWL DURING 2011-2012 SEASONS 
OCCURRING AFTER SEPTEMBER 30 

Note:  Possession limits are twice the daily bag unless otherwise noted. 

 
GENERAL DUCK SEASON (includes coots and mergansers) 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Season Length:  60 hunting days; plus 2 Youth Waterfowl Hunting Days 

 
Season Dates:  October 5 - 8        
   November 12 – December 3  
   December 17 – January 28 
   (Black duck and mottled duck season closed until Nov. 19) 

 
   December 10 and February 4 – Youth Waterfowl Days 

 

Bag Limits:  a)  Conventional duck bag:  6 ducks with no more than 4 scoters,  4 mallards with no more than 2 
   hen mallards, 3 wood ducks, 2 redheads, 2 scaup, 2 pintails, 1 black or mottled duck (season closed 
   until November 19), 1 canvasback, or 1 fulvous whistling duck.  The season on harlequin ducks is 
   closed. 

   b)  coots and mergansers:  
 15 coots 
 5 mergansers (2 hooded mergansers) 

 
 
 

SPECIAL SEA DUCK SEASON (IN SPECIAL SEA DUCK AREA ONLY) 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Season Length:  105 hunting days 

Season Dates:  October 1 – January 31 
Bag limit:  7 sea ducks (In special sea duck area only).  In other areas, sea ducks are part of the regular  
   duck bag limit.  No more than 4 scoters per day may be taken in either season. 
 
 
 



GOOSE SEASONS 
STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
DARK GEESE (includes Canada geese and white-fronted geese) 
 
 RESIDENT (RP) ZONE 

 
 Season Length: 72 days 
 Season Dates: October 5 – October 15   
   November 12 - December 3 

  December 17 – February 4 
 Bag Limit: 5 geese per day 
 
 

 SOUTHERN JAMES BAY (SJBP) ZONE 
 Season Length: 70 days 
 Season Dates: October 5 – November 4   
   November 12 - December 31 
 Bag Limit: 5 geese per day 
 
 

 NORTHEAST HUNT ZONE 
 Season Length: 7 days 
 Season Dates: January 21 – January 28   
 Bag Limit: 1 goose per day - with valid permit 
 (unlimited permits available – tagging not required) 
 
 

LIGHT GEESE (includes snow, blue and Ross’ geese): 
Season Length   107 Days 
Season Dates:   October 19 – October 22 
    November 12 – March 10 
Bag Limit:   25 birds daily (no possession limit) 
Expanded hunting methods: allow the use of electronic calls and unplugged guns from Feb. 6 – Mar. 10 

 
ATLANTIC BRANT: 

Season Length:   50 Days 
Season Dates:   November 19 – December 3 
    December 17 - January 28 
Bag Limit:   2 birds daily 
 

TUNDRA SWAN: 
Season Length:   69 Days 
Season Dates:   November 12 - January 31 
Bag Limit:   1 per season (with valid permit)  

 
EXTENDED FALCONRY 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

 
EXTENDED FALCONRY (ducks and coots only): 

Season Length:   106 total hawking days (includes 60 days of gun season + 16 days of  
  special teal season) 
Season Dates:   Oct. 24 – Nov. 5 
    Jan. 30 – February 18 
Bag Limit:   3 migratory game birds daily 
 



2011-2012 BAG LIMITS, SHOOTING HOURS, AND 
SEASON DATES FOR WATERFOWL SEASONS 

OCCURRING AFTER SEPTEMBER 30 
 

SEE THE CURRENT NORTH CAROLINA INLAND FISHING, HUNTING & TRAPPING REGULATIONS DIGEST FOR OTHER 
REGULATIONS CONCERNING WATERFOWL 
 
BAG LIMITS 
 
a) Conventional bag:  6 ducks with no more than 4 scoters, 4 mallards with no more than 2 hen mallards, 3 wood 

ducks, 2 redheads, 2 scaup, 2 pintails, 1 black or mottled duck (season closed until November 19), 1 canvasback, 
or 1 fulvous whistling duck.  The season on harlequin ducks is closed.  (Possession limits are twice the daily bag 
unless otherwise noted.) 

 
b) Other limits: 1) 25 light geese (Includes snow, blue and Ross’ geese), no possession limit 

 2) 2 brant 
 3) 5 mergansers (2 hooded mergansers) 
 4) 7 sea ducks (In special sea duck area only).  In other areas, sea ducks are part  
  of the regular duck bag limit.  No more than 4 scoters per day may be taken in  
  either season. 
 5) 15 coots 

6) 5 dark geese (Includes Canada geese & white-fronted geese) in the Resident Hunt 
Zone, 5 in the Southern James Bay Zone and 1 in the Northeast Hunt Zone. 

 
HOURS: One-half hour before sunrise to sunset. 
 
Ducks, Mergansers and Coots October 5-8, 

November 12 – December 3 and  
December 17 - January 28 [Black and mottled ducks closed 
until Nov. 19] 

Sea Ducks (In special sea duck area only) October 1 – January 31 
Dark Geese (Includes Canada geese and  
white-fronted geese)  To view a map of the goose 
hunt zones, refer to the Regulations Digest or 
www.ncwildlife.org 

Resident Population Hunt Zone:  Oct. 5-15, Nov. 12 – Dec. 3 
and Dec. 17 – Feb. 4 
Southern James Bay Hunt Zone (Gaddy Goose refuge closed 
after Sept. 30):  Oct. 5 – Nov. 4 and Nov. 12 – Dec. 31. 
Northeast Hunt Zone:  Jan. 21 – Jan. 28 (By permit only) 

Light Geese (Includes snow and blue geese, and 
Ross’ geese) 

October 19 - October 22 
November 12 – March 10 
Electronic calls and unplugged guns are allowed from February 
6 – March 10 

Brant November 19 – December 3 and December 17 - January 28 
Tundra Swan November 12 - January 31  

(1 per season by permit only - 5,000 will be issued.) 
Youth Waterfowl Days (Includes ducks, geese, 
brant, mergansers, coots and tundra swans.)  
The youth must have a valid permit to harvest a 
tundra swan or a Canada goose (NE Hunt Zone 
only). 

December 10 and February 4 
Youth must be 15 years of age or younger and accompanied by a 
properly licensed adult.  The adult can not duck hunt but may 
participate in other seasons that are open on the special youth 
day.  

 
You may also call 1-800-675-0263 for this information.  
Report all bands by calling 1-800-327-BAND or www.reportband.gov

 



 

 

 
 

2011-2012 EXTENDED FALCONRY SEASONS AND 
BAG LIMITS FOR MIGRATORY GAME BIRDS 

 
 

 

SPECIES OPEN DATES DAILY BAG POSSESSION 

Dove Oct. 15 – Nov. 19 3 6 

King, Clapper, Sora 
and Virginia Rails 

Nov. 19 – Dec. 24 3 6 

Gallinule and 
Moorhens 

Nov. 19 – Dec. 24 3 6 

Woodcock Nov. 7 – Dec. 10 & 

Jan. 30 – Feb. 25 

3 6 

Ducks, mergansers 
and coots 1 

Oct. 24 – Nov. 5 & 

Jan. 30 – Feb. 18 

3 6 

 
 
1 the taking of harlequin ducks is prohibited 
 
 
** Falconers may also hunt during the applicable gun seasons.  Daily bag and possession limits 
of 3 and 6, respectively, also apply while hunting during the gun season. 
** With the following exception, falconry hours for all species are from ½ hour before sunrise 
until sunset.  For doves on September 3 (gun season), falconry hours are from noon until sunset. 
** Falconry is not allowed on Sunday. 
** Daily bag and possession limits are for all species singly or in the aggregate.  For example, if 
the applicable season(s) are open, a daily bag may consist of 3 doves or 1 dove, 1 duck and 1 
woodcock for a total of 3 migratory game birds. 
 
 

 



EXHIBIT J 
August 25, 2011 

 
 

Staff Recommendations to Allow Take of Migrant Peregrine Falcons 
From the Wild for Use in Falconry - 2011 

 
Allocation of the 36 migrating peregrine falcons to be taken during 2011 from the U.S. 
east of 100 degrees W longitude has been determined.  Based upon those 
recommendations, the FWS has allocated the allowed take of 12 fall migrants in 2011 
east of 100 degrees W longitude to Atlantic Flyway states.  North Carolina is initially 
allocated 1 bird. 
 
Based on this allocation of 1 bird for take from within North Carolina, DWM staff 
recommends that the WRC accept the FWS allocation framework and establish a season 
in 2011 with the following stipulations. 
 

 Total allowable take is 1 bird during the period from September 20, 2011 through 
October 20, 2011. 

 All birds taken must be juveniles. 
 Take would be allowed only by permit from the WRC and only east of US 

Highway 17. 
 No banded birds could be taken.  Any banded birds captured must be immediately 

released at the site of capture. 
 Permits will be issued through our special hunts permitting system (random). 
 One permit will be issued to N.C. residents only. 
 An individual issued a permit must have the proper state and federal falconry 

licenses/permits. 
 Each person receiving a permit must complete a post-season survey provided by 

DWM staff and submit that survey no later than December 15, 2011. 
 
NOTE:  The state of New Jersey has been allocated 1 peregrine for take during 2011, but 
action will not have been taken on final rules allowing for take in N.J. until September 
22, 2011.  If for any reason those rules are not adopted by N.J., the 1 peregrine allocated 
by the FWS for take in N.J. will become available for take in N.C.  If rules are not 
adopted to allow peregrine take in N.J., DWM staff recommends that the WRC accept 
this re-allocation of one peregrine, as previously approved by the FWS, and issue a 
second permit for take of peregrine in N.C. during the 2011 season.  There would be no 
residency restriction on this second permit, which will be drawn from the original non-
successful applicant pool.  Otherwise, the permit would be issued and be applicable as 
described above. 
 
 
H:/mydocuments/david/planning/peregrine take proposal for 2011.doc 
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EXHIBIT K-1 
August 25, 2011 

 
Summary of Comments Received on Proposed Temporary Rules Affecting Crows, 
Coyotes and Feral Swine 
 
Number of Comments 
Received via E-mail 

Number of Comments Received at 
the Public Hearing 

Total Agree Disagree

15 0 15 13 2 
 
DISTRICT COMMENTS  

D-2 

AGREE                                                                                                                              
I was pleased to see that North Carolina will establish a feral swine season.  I am 
writing in support of establishing a season that will allow feral swine hunting on 
Game Lands.  In my area of the state, there is a large population of feral swine in 
Croatan National Forest.  But hunters can only hunt them during deer season, as 
Game Lands have firearms restrictions during off-seasons.  I suggest that a hunting 
season that begins at the end of deer season and ends before spring turkey season be 
established.  Legal methods for taking should include centerfire weapons, shotguns, 
archery tackle, and blackpowder rifles. 

D-2 

DISAGREE                                                                                                                        
I personally object to the NCWRC regulating Feral Swine for the following reasons.      
As of this writing, I understand that Feral Swine can be shot at night, with aid of 
artificial light, 7 days a week, with any weapon, without a license,  without a permit.   
Most hog damage to crops and other property is done at night! Regulation will only 
allow a minor problem to become a "Major" problem for all of us.                                  

D-3 

DISAGREE                                                                                                                         
I think this is too wide open and needs to be buckled up tighter on hunters. Very 
dangerous. Bad enough I have shot guns being shot off in woods behind my house. So 
if a crow or any creature gets on my property hunter can just have free for all 
shooting at it and then realizes oops I am not on someone’s property aiming a gun?   
We have swamp and woods behind our area. Lots of hunters in the Clayton area. This 
is not good. Lock your children and your pets if this goes through until hunting season 
is over. If you can shoot a crow, coyote or any wildlife that is fair game for anything 
that moves in the woods. 

D-3 
AGREE                                                                                                                              
I support the Temporary rules as sent to me in the emailed document. 

D-3 

AGREE                                                                                                                              
As a farmer and landowner, I know first hand the damage wild animals can cause to 
crops.  In my area there is a lot of deer and they really like to eat soybeans, peanuts 
and lots of garden plants.  Just a few miles from my farming operation there is wild 
hogs.  I have seen the total destruction of all crops in large areas of fields due to wild 
hogs.  The hogs cause more damage than deer.  I also know there is an increasing 
population of coyotes in my area. I think any use of electronic calls for crows or 
coyotes or open seasons on hogs will be a big help to farmers and land owners!! 
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D-4 

AGREE                                                                                                                              
Just want to take a moment to register my support for HB 432 as it is  long overdue.  
Secondly, most states allow using electronic calls for coyotes and crows and NC 
should also - the sooner the better. It is well known that many hunters use these 
devices already in addition to mouth calls and there is no reason to challenge them 
even under current regulations.  Feral pigs are a growing menace for farmers across 
our state.  In Texas it is an epidemic!  We need to get ahead of the swine situation as 
fast as we can to stop their ever increasing numbers.  Check the weight of some of 
these critters in SC  just below Rockingham as they are big.  For sure, all hunters and 
trappers should be in possession of a current license to be able to take game or 
predator at anytime anywhere with a trap, firearm, air rifle, or bow.  Personally, as a 
Hunter Education instructor, I would like to see it  mandatory for all hunters to be in 
possession of a Hunter Education Certificate.  Grandfathering older hunters was 
understandable, but they need to experience up to date safety classes also. 

D-5 
AGREE                                                                                                                              
I strongly support the continued and permanent use of electronic game calls for crows 
and coyotes.  Both are nuisance animals that destroy crops and other game. 

D-5 

AGREE                                                                                                                              
 I am in favor of the temporary rules that will allow hunters to continue to use 
electronic calls for crow and coyote hunting.  I am in favor of re-classifying wild boar 
as feral swine and no closed season for them.  The temporary rules should be changed 
to permanent rules in the near future. 

D-6 
AGREE                                                                                                                              
I would like to have the commission pass the temporary and permanent rules to 
maintain the status quo.  

D-6 

AGREE                                                                                                                              
Electronic calls are needed to help control the exploding coyote population in NC.  
Currently the coyote population in NC is expanding at much too high of a rate.  In 
places like Alabama and South Carolina coyotes have had a devastating effect on the 
deer herds.  Electronic calls are an efficient and needed resource when hunting these 
crafty creatures.  Ferals Swine are a problem in most every state in the Southeast and 
Southwest.  Without open seasons and no bag limits NC agriculture and forest will be 
destroyed by these feral swine.  These animals have no natural predators and can 
only be controlled through hunting and trapping as many of the swine as we can.  
They reproduce at such an alarming rate that bag limits and closed seasons will not 
keep their populations in check. I am writing this email to show my support for 
electronic calls for coyote hunting and that there be no bag limits and no clsoed 
seasons for feral swine. 
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D-7 

AGREE                                                                                                                              
Over the past 12 years or so, I've turkey hunted nearly every day  of the season, so 
I've spent a lot of time in the woods.  I live hear on the Mitchell River in Surry County, 
for the past 6 or 7 years I've seen a decline each year in the turkey population.  There 
use to be a fair amount of birds around here, you could go out late in the day and 
hear birds gobbling going to roost and in the mornings it would be rare not to hear 
several birds.  I see and hear less every year, places where I always found sign of 
birds now all I find is coyote c**p, and in several place the birds are completely 
gone.  I get reports from neighbors of seeing less birds and hearing more 
coyotes.  And now seeing a coyote is not a uncommon thing.  It’s a shame to see all 
the efforts to bolster the turkey population ruined by these killing varmits. Also in the 
past couple of years I have noticed a sharp drop in the amount of deer that I see 
around the area, and its no doubt due to the coyotes.  I've been commenting about this 
for several years to my neighbors up and down the river and talk to them about what 
they see and hear.  This is a problem that needs to be addressed aggressively.  I've 
taken up coyote hunting but its just a drop in the bucket to what needs to be done.   I 
certainly don't know the answer to it as its hard to compete with mother nature.  I 
would like to see unrestricted night hunting for coyotes, it would help a little.  With 
the poor economy maybe a bounty would help slow them down.  Just my opinion , but 
these are just killing machines with no natural predators around here and they are 
increasing their numbers each year while other game animals are declining.  It's bad 
enough with development and habitat loss we now have to deal with these things. 

D-8 

AGREE                                                                                                                              
With coyote populations soaring and taking our live stock we need every way possible 
to control these animals.  I'm in full support of electronic calls for coyotes and crows.  
Heck the skies are black with crows. 

D-8 

AGREE   
I hope that the commission will continue to allow the use of electronic calls for crows 
and coyotes.  I have used this to introduce many new hunters to our sport.  On a good 
saturday I can take kids or others who have never really been into hunting and give 
them an experience crow hunting that gets them involved.  Crows are numerous and 
fun to hunt.  It is only possible because of the electronic calls.  I just dont have enough 
wind to blow a hand call for hours while instructing them on what to do and when to 
do it.  It will be difficult with out the use of the electronic calls.  I will be at the district 
8 meeting to help voice my opinion. 

D-9 
AGREE                                                                                                                              
I would like to see rules legalizing the night hunting of feral hogs as is currently 
allowed. I support the temporary rules for crows and coyotes. 

Out of 
State 

AGREE                                                                                                                              
I Would like to be able to continue to run hogs with dogs during the bear hunts on 
public lands. Tn. has stopped this and it has a caused a bad uproar over the state. 
Everyone in our community comes to NC to hunt and buys license every year and 
would appreciate the oppurtunity to continue to do so.  

 



 

EXHIBIT K-2 
August 25, 2011 

 
Temporary Rules 

 
Staff recommends the Wildlife Resources Commission adopt the following temporary rules: 
 
 
15A NCAC 10B .0215 CROWS 
(a)  Open Seasons:  Wednesday, Friday and Saturday of each week from the first Wednesday in June to the last day 
of February and on the following holidays: July 4, Labor Day, Thanksgiving, Christmas, New Years and Martin 
Luther King, Jr. days.   
Note:  Federal law protects crows and limits state seasons to a maximum of 124 days per year. 
(b)  Bag Limits:  No restriction. 
(c)  Manner of Take.  Hunters may use electronic calls. 
 
History Note: Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-291.2; 50 C.F.R. 20.133; 

Eff. February 1, 1976; 
Amended Eff. May 1, 2009; May 1, 2006; June 1, 2005; July 1, 1991; July 1, 1987; July 1, 1984; 
July 1, 1983. 

 
 
15A NCAC 10B .0219 COYOTE 
(a)  No closed season. 
(b)  Bag Limits:  No restriction. 
(c) Manner of Take.  Hunters may use electronic calls. 
 
History Note: Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-291.2; 

Eff. July 1, 1993. 
 
 
15A NCAC 10B .0223 FERAL SWINE 
(a)  Open season.  There is no closed season for taking feral swine by hunting. 
(b)  Bag limits.  There are no bag limit restrictions. 
 
History Note: Authority G.S. 113-129; 113-134; 113-291; 113-291.2 
 

 
 



EXHIBIT L 
August 25, 2011 

 
North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission 

Land Acquisition Investigation Form 
 
 
Date: 8/16/2011 
 
Tract Name: Rankin Tract II 
 
Acreage:  96.1 
 
County: Warren 
 
Advertised Purchase Amount: $240,000 
 
Based on Appraisal: __Yes _X_No 
 
Contact: John Barbour (State Property Office) 
 
Phone:  919-807-4682  
 
Address:  1321 Mail Service Center 
     Raleigh, NC 27699-1321 
 
Status: X  High Interest      __Moderate Interest      __Low Interest       __No Interest 
 
Grant Potential:  __ NHTF __CWMTF X  Other (State Wildlife Grant, USFWS Recovery Land 
Acquisition Grant, local Land Conservancies)  
 
Resource Potential (Brief):  This tract is approximately 96 acres and has close to 2000 ft. of stream 
frontage on Shocco Creek.  Multiple Wildlife Action Plan priority species are extant in Shocco Creek in 
the vicinity of Rankin Tract II.  Two of those priority species, the dwarf wedge mussel and the Tar spiny 
mussel, are federally-listed.  This tract offers long-term protection for these priority species and has been 
identified by USFWS as one of the core habitats necessary for these species to successfully recover.  This 
tract partially borders Shocco Creek Game Lands and Rankin Tract I which is currently being pursued 
through USFWS Recovery Land Acquisition Grant and other private funding sources.  Rankin Tract II is 
forested with a mix of loblolly pines and hardwood trees and has access via SR 1628 which runs the 
length of the northern boundary of the property.  Shocco Creek has a good to fair sunfish resource for 
anglers.  Staff has consulted with Wildlife Management on Rankin Tract II and has confirmed that this 
tract would be a good addition to the Game Lands Program.   
 
Access Assessment:  Direct road access to property from Ernest Turner Road (SR 1628) 
 
Game Lands Program Potential:  _X_Yes    _ No 
 
Recommendation:  X Pursue Acquisition  __Defer __Do Not Pursue Acquisition 
 
Map Attached:  X Yes  __No 



EXHIBIT L 
August 25, 2011 

 
Location of proposed acquisition (Rankin Tract II) in relation to Centerville, NC and Shocco Creek Game Lands. 
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